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SUBJECT: RISING UNEMPLOYMENT IN WALLONIA TROUBLES TINDEMANS 
GOVERNMENT 

REF: BRUSSELS 892 

SUMMARY. LABOR PROTEST RALLIES IN LIEGE AND CHARLEROI 

AREAS POINT UP WORSENING UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM IN 

WALLONAI AND ITS POTENTIAL THREAT TO STABILITY OF 

TINDEMANS COALITION GOVERNMENT. FRANCOPHONE COALITION PARTNERS 

ARE UNDER INCREASING PRESSURE TO OBTAIN RELIEF FOR 

THIS REGION. OPPOSITION SOCIALIST PARTY ADDS TO 

COALITION PROBLEMS BY BOYCOTTING REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

IN PROTEST TO SHORTCOMINGS OF GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC POLICY IN REGION. 

SO FAR, COALITION TENSIONS HAVE NOT MOUNTED ENOUGH TO THREATEN 

STABILITY OF GOVERNMENT BUT COMBINED WITH OTHER 

PROBLEMS AFFLICTING TINDEMANS GOVERNMENT, IT COULD LEAD 

TO CRISIS SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

1. AS REPORTED REFTEL, RISING UNEMPLOYMENT IN 
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GOVERNMENT WITH THE TWO FRANCOPHONE COALITION PARTNERS, 
PARTICULARLY THE SMALL FRANCOPHONE REGIONAL PARTY, THE 
WALLOON RALLY (RW) BECOMING MORE IMPATIENT WITH GOVERNMENT 
INACTION IN THAT REGION. MAJOR DEMONSTRATIONS, WHICH 
BROUGHT CITIES TO NEAR STANDSTILL FOR SEVERAL HOURS, 

WERE HELD FEBRUARY 20 IN LIEGE AREA AND FEBRUARY 24 IN 
CHARLEROI. IN LATTER COMMUNITY - PERHAPS MOST DEPRESSED 
AREA IN BELGIUM - APPROXIMATELY 30,000 MARCHED TO TWON 
HALL TO HEAR LEADERS OF TWO NATIONAL LABOR CENTERS (THE 
SOCIALIST FGTB AND THE CHRISTIAN CSC) DEMAND GOVERNMENT DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT SPREADING UNEMPLOYMENT (NOW SIX PERCENT 
NATIONALLY). PRESENT WERE POLITICAL LEADERS OF THE 
FRANCOPHONE COALITION PARTNERS PARTI SOCIAL CHRISTIEN (PSC) 
(FRANCOPHONE WING OF TINDEMANS' SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY), 

AND RASSEMBTF.MF.NT WALLON (RW). 

2. RESTIVE WALLOON RALLY LEADERS HAVE REPEATEDLY VOICED 
DISSATISFACTION WITH GOVERNMENT REGIONALIZATION POLICY, 

WHICH THEY INSIST SHOULD FEATURE SPECIAL EFFORT FOR 
WAT. FONT AN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT. RW BUREAU CALLED 
FEBRUARY 24 FOR SUMMIT MEETING COALITION PARTY LEADERS AND 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO CREATE A PUBLIC HOLDING COMPANY FOR 
WALLOON REGION (DRAFT LAW ON THIS HOLDING COMPANY HAS 
BEEN UNDER STUDY IN MINECONOMIC AFFAIRS FOR SOME TIME). 

3. IN MEANTIME, OPPOSITION SOCIALIST PARTY (PSB) IS 
CONTINUING TO MAKE LIFE HARD FOR GOVERNMENT IN 
REGIONAL COUNCILS BY REFUSING PARTICIPATE IN ANY 
REGIONAL BODY. IT ALSO PLANS TO HELP FUEL ON FIRE 
UNDER PRIMIN TINDEMANS, SCHEDULING NATIONAL PROTEST 
MEETING IN BRUSSELS FOR MARCH 15. SOCIALIST PARTY 
LEADER WILLY CLAES, WHO WILL REPLACE RETIRING JOS 

VAN EYNDE AS FLEMISH COPRESIDENT OF PSB AT PARTY CONGRESS MARCH 1 . 
HAS ANNOUNCED THAT A SHADOW GOVERNMENT WILL BE FORMED 
FOLLOWING THAT CONGRESS. 

COMMENT. GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN SEEKING TO DEAL WITH 
UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEM ON AD HOC BASIS, REFUSING SO FAR TO 
COME TO GRIPS WITH POLITICALLY DIFFICULT PROBLEM OF 
REGIONAL BUDGET WHERE IT WILL HAVE TO MAKE HARD CHOICES 
BETWEEN DEMANDS OF COMPETING REGIONS. THIS IS 
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PRIMARILY DUE TO HEAVY INFLUENCE OF FLEMISH DIVISION 
OF SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY (CVP) IN COALITION WHICH 
HAS DELAYED REGIONALIZATION OF BUDGET. 

CHARLEROI RALLY HAS HIGHLIGHTED PRESSURE WHICH 
FRANCOPHONE COALITION PARTIES, PSC AND RW, ARE UNDER 
TO BRING ECONOMIC RELIEF TO WALLOON REGION. STRAINS 
PLACED ON TINDEMANS COALITION GOVERNMENT BY WALLOON 
ECONOMIC TROUBLES ARE NOT NOW INTOLERABLE. BUT SITUATION 
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IS NOT UNDER CONTROL. COMBINED WITH RECENT RESURGENCE OF 
LINGUISTIC STRIFE (BEING REPORTED SEPARATELY), IT 
COULD BRING YEAR-OLD TINDEMANS' REGIME TO A CRISIS. 

SOCIALISTS HOPE THAT FINE DAY WILL COME IN MAY. 

FIRESTONE 
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